
citizens : Dr. J. B. Johnson, E. A. Filley, James McGrath, M. Friede, and
August Krieckhause. They receive no compensation for their services.

The Tennessee Medical Association offered its thanks to the United States
government for the organization of the National Board of Health. A little
centralization of government is not always a bad thing.

The Illinois State Board of Health has instructed its secretary to investigate
the manner of issuing diplomas by the St. Louis Eclectic Medical College, and
if it does not comply with their requirements in regard to the length of its
terms, to withhold certificates from its graduates. Its diplomas were not rec-

ognized by our health department more than a year since. It must not be
confounded with the St. Louis Medical College.

SHORT COMMUNICATIONS.
A CASE OF BELLADONNA POISONING.

BY F. L. SMITH, M. D., STAFFORD SPRINGS, CONN.

I was called on the evening of August 14th, at seven o'clock, to attend Mrs. G., a French
woman, in labor with her fifth child, and on my arrival found her having strong and reg-
ular pains, the os being dilated to the size of a dime : she reported having been " sick all
day." The pains continued unabated, recurring at intervals of ten or twelve minutes, the
os, however, not dilating, but seeming to become more and more rigid and unyielding.
This condition remaining unchanged, about twelve o'clock I made an application of ung.
ext. belladonna to the neck of the womb, hoping to relieve the rigidity. The woman got np
from bed to a chair immediately after the inunction. In less than fifteen minutes she com-

plained of dizziness, and following in quick succession came great thirst, with dryness and
burning of the mouth and fauces, nausea and ineffectual attempts to vomit, spasmodic
movements of the arms, such as throwing them about the bed and striking at imaginary
objects ; there would be short intervals of repose, then these sudden convulsive motions ;
the pulse became feeble, the extremities cold, and the pupils widely dilated. Before the
extreme urgency of the symptoms appeared, she had used a copious warm vaginal douche,
with no apparent benefit, and as the case became seriously alarming I injected a third of a

grain of sulphate of morphia under the skin of the arm. The convulsive motions soon
subsided, and in three quarters of an hour had entirely disappeared ; the thirst and dryness
of the throat remained for ten or twelve hours. The labor pains did not subside until the
introduction of the morphine, and the os remained unchanged throughout. I left the
patient at six o'clock in the morning in a comfortable condition. There was no more ap-
pearance of labor for ten days, when the pains suddenly came on, and the woman was
delivered of a healthy male child after three hours' labor. There seemB a peculiar individ-
ual susceptibility to the action of the drug, as I had used precisely the same preparation,
and in no larger quantity, with the best results, only a few days previous to this case, and
in no case have I ever seen any deleterious effects follow its application. The drug must
have been very rapidly taken into the circulation from the promptness of the symptoms
after the application. I have not the slightest doubt the case would have proved fatal had
nothing been done to prevent. The fœtus was unaffected by the drug. A peculiar result
following it in a day or two was the entire disappearance of a condition of most distressing
and obstinate granular lids of fifteen months' standing, for which she had been treated at
the Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary in Boston. The ointment used was that recom-
mended in the United States Dispensatory.
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